














8  Kaŋiqsirugut News

Small, dated, remembered with nostalgia: Employees compare the old with the new

took over the MMM Hospital which, 
with the completion of an addition in 
1978, became known as Norton Sound 
Regional Hospital.

Planning for a replacement hospital 
began to ramp up in the early 1990s. It 
became clear that the healthcare needs 
of the region were outgrowing the 
small hospital. Some of the challenges 
at the old hospital included cramped 
quarters, a lack of parking space and 
storage, and an outdated environment, 
among other things.

In 2005, NSHC’s Capital Projects 
office worked to have a replacement 
hospital designed. Kumin Associates 
and Mahlum designed the building, 
using input from residents of the region 
they met with. By 2007 a project devel-
opment team was working with Indian 
Health Service to advance the project. 

A complicated undertaking in many 
ways, the project’s challenging fund-
ing aspect presented an opportunity 
when, in 2009, the project’s progress 
was at the right spot at the right time. 
The American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act provided the funding for 
IHS to award a $90.5 million building 
contract for the shovel-ready new hos-
pital. The stimulus funding also pro-
vided a sizable amount to an expanded 
staffing package for the new facility, 
and the Denali Commission contrib-
uted $15 million. The new hospital’s 
price tag amounted to $168 million.

The next year, construction was 
underway on the 144,000-square-foot 
facility. Inuit Services and Neeser Con-

struction formed a joint venture to 
build the steel-beam-framed structure. 
With three main levels and a mainte-
nance penthouse, the region’s hospital 
tripled in size. 

The new hospital’s features included 
large waiting rooms and a central main 
stairway with ample space for visiting 
with friends and regional residents, art 
displays with artwork from around the 
region, an ambulatory surgery clinic 
with an endoscopy suite, and expanded 
space in nearly every department. 

NSHC hosted a three-day celebra-
tion to honor the completion of the 
new building. Special guests flew in to 
be part of the event, including former 
NSHC physician Sen. Donny Olson.

“I really commend the board for 
their foresight, as well as the other enti-
ties that are out there securing funding 
for a facility like this,” he said. “You all 
know as well as I do, it’s expensive to 
put up something of this quality and 
magnitude this far away from Anchor-
age, but I would say they’ve done an 
excellent job. The previous boards 
have done an excellent job of seeing the 
future, seeing where they want to be.”

Charles Degnan, NSHC Board chair 
from 1971-1974 and representative from 
Unalakleet, attended the festivities as 
well. He noted that small communi-
ties are usually brushed aside, and the 
health of their people is not always pri-
oritized. But he said the new hospital 
was a bright spot in all that. 

“It’s really an exciting thing to see,” 
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Personal care attendants help elders live at home
When she was younger, Martha Butler knew she 

wanted to help people. 
Her main inspiration was her grandmother, Sally 

Seppilu, who had worked with Norton Sound Health 
Corporation as a personal care attendant (PCA) and 
certified nursing assistant (CNA) for many years.

Now the tides have turned and longtime caretaker 
Seppilu needs some extra support herself. Butler, 
now a PCA, spends one to two hours each week with 
her grandmother, helping with housework. They 
often reminisce about shared memories, like picking 
blueberries together on warm summer days.

“I feel very grateful for this opportunity,” Butler 
said.

Butler is part of NSHC’s In-Home Programs 
department, which provides support to allow elders 
and individuals experiencing developmental or intel-
lectual disabilities to maintain independence in their 
home, allowing them to remain in the region rather 
than moving to an assisted living home. 
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Regional students supported by NSHC scholarships










