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Coronavirus 

Disease 2019 

(COVID‐19) 

What does it mean if the specimen tests negative for 
influenza A, influenza B and/or RSV? 
A negative test result for influenza A, influenza B,  and/or 
RSV means that influenza A, influenza B and/or RSV 
RNA was not present in the specimen above the limit of 
detection. However, a negative result does not rule out 
influenza A, influenza B, and/or RSV infection and 
should not be used as the sole basis for treatment or 
patient management decisions.  
 
When diagnostic testing results are negative, the 
possibility of a false-negative result should be 
considered in the context of a patient’s recent exposures 
and the presence of clinical signs and symptoms 
consistent with influenza. The possibility of a false-
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