






The Office of Environmental 
Health has been working to open 
a state certified drinking water 

lab for the region. In February, the 
hard work paid off with full certifica-
tion from the State of Alaska to ana-
lyze drinking water samples from the 
region’s 16 public water systems.
The drinking water lab is only certified 
to accept the bacteriological drink-
ing water samples that water systems 
are required to take each month. This 
analysis detects the presence or ab-
sence of total coliform bacteria and E. 
Coli in drinking water. These regular 
monthly “bacti” samples are one of the 
most important ways to know water is 
safe to drink.
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